Celebrating the life
of
Harry Orlo Bright, Jr.

Thursday, August 24, 2023
10:00am

SUNRISE SUNSET
Friday, June 28th, 1929 & Friday, August 4th, 2023

CV Rich Mansion
Woman's Club of White Plains
305 Ridgeway
White Plains, NY 10605
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ORDER OF SERVICE |

Omega Psi Phi Memorial

NNGA* Omega Service
—ey
PREIMEIG oxiiins s cmomns sasssmiins s aammssna s sssmsins sodisiin i dse Selection Recorded by Rebecca Waller Bright
............................................................................................. The Seven Last Words of Christ
WEICOME ... e e e e e eaaa Rev. Ervin R. Graves
Prayer/Words of COmFOrt ............ccocuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Rev. Ervin R. Graves
Musical Selection ..o Dr. Mareda Graves
“Give me Jesus”
New Testament SCripture ...........oii i Andre P. Bright
Romans 8:35-39

Jesu, Joy of Man’s DesSiring ..........ccooeeviviiiiiiieiiiiiiiiee e Rebecca Eckfeld, Violin
............................................................................................................ Bernard Klinger, Viola
................................................................................................................ Zachary May, Cello
........................................................................................................... William Eckfeld, Piano
Proclamations, Resolutions, & Reflections

U] (o -4V PP UPUUTTRRRN Miriam Bright
BRI ™™ s coominomns o sossocatoss e Eombtntin S s SRR AR oS ammimace Rev. Ervin R. Graves
Memorial Slideshow

Toccata by A. FIliIpenKO ........cooiiiiiii e Irina Portenko
............................................................................................. Revolutionary Etude by Chopin
Benediction ..........oovviiiiiii Rev. Ervin R. Graves

*National Negro Golf Association

**A homily is a sermon, usually on a Biblical topic and usually of a non-doctrinal nature

Everyone is invited to join the family for the repast in the mansion directly following the service in
celebration of the life of Harry O. Bright, Jr.



OBITUARY

The Honorable Harry O. Bright, Jr. peacefully departed this life on August 4, 2023.
Harry Orlo Bright, Jr. was born in Washington, DC on June 28, 1929, to Vivien King and Harry
O. Bright, Sr. His parents were both graduates of Howard University. Harry and his younger
brother Bill were raised in Winston-Salem, NC. Harry studied violin and was a concert
master in his high school orchestra and treasured the experience of his early education at
the Palmer Memorial Institute.

Harry’s first two years of college were at Howard University where he was a member
of the choir, the orchestra and track team. Harry transferred to Seton Hall University on an
athletic scholarship, where he competed with distinction, served as co-captain of the track
team during his senior year and earned his Bachelor of Science in Education. Harry joined
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. at Seton Hall University in 1949 and later joined the Beta
Alpha Alpha Graduate Chapter in White Plains NY where he also became a Life Member.

While in the Army from 1951 to 1953, he was a member of the All-Army and All-
Service track teams. Harry won the 440 yard hurdle title and was a member of the RX 440
yard championship relay team. Following his discharge from the military, Harry taught in the
New York City Public School system and at the same time continued his career as an athlete,
competing in national and international meets in Europe, Asia and Africa.

OnlJuly 9, 1955, Harry married Rebecca Waller with whom he had two children, David
and Miriam, and enjoyed 68 years of marriage. Beck, as he affectionately called her, was
truly the love of his life.

After receiving his MA Degree in Comparative International Education from New York
University in 1958, he went to Cambodia to work for the US State Department’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Exchange. He trained local teachers in Physical Education
methodology and served as National Track and Field Coach. While there, he wrote Track and
Field for Beginners, the first sports book to be translated into the Cambodian language. Its
French translation was used in the French-speaking countries of Africa, where Harry also

worked.
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After retiring his running shoes, Harry turned his athletic focus to perfecting
his game of golf. A distinguished member of the National Negro Golf Association, his
passion for sport was nurtured over the next six decades either by playing and
winning tournaments or encouraging others to learn to play and enjoy the sport and
fellowship of golfers.

Harry held many positions of responsibility and leadership throughout his life
in White Plains. He taught Physical Education at Mount Vernon Public Schools and
was proud to see many of his students go on to live successful, fulfilling lives. For five
years, he worked with the National Conference of Christians and Jews as Associate
Director of New York City. Harry went on to serve on the White Plains Common
Council from 1975 to 1979, the first African American to serve in an elected capacity
for the City of White Plains. After 14 years in marketing with Eastman Chemical
Products, Harry returned to his love for the community, taking the position as
Director of the White Plains Commission on Human Rights which he proudly held for

over 12 years.

Harry’s service to the community took a myriad of forms. He was a Past
President of the Rotary Club of White Plains; a Paul Harris Fellow; the President of
the Association of Local Human Rights Agencies of New York State; and President
and Co-Founder of the White Plains Coalition for Cultural and Racial Harmony. Harry
served on the Boards of the White Plains YMCA; the Greater White Plains Council of
Community Services; and the United Way of Westchester and Putnam Counties. He
received Community Service Awards from the Salvation Army and the White Plains
Historical Society. Harry was a Senior Trustee of the Chatterton Hill United Church of
Christ. From 2004 to 2007, he was the Chairman of the Board of United Way of
Westchester and Putnam. Harry was honored with many proclamations and

recognitions from city and state officials throughout his career.
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Throughout it all, Harry maintained his love for music by playing violin as a member of
the Westchester Community Orchestra and the New Westchester Symphony Orchestra.

Harry was preceded in death by his son, David Michael Bright, in 2022 and by his wife, -
Beckie, on May 21, 2023. He is survived by his daughter, Miriam Kay Bright, and her husband,
Clifford Thomas of Los Angeles; his nephews, Andre Bright of Wake Forest, NC, Brenda Bright
of Durham, NC and their daughters, Victoria and Vanessa Bright; Dr. Cedric Bright and his
wife, Maria Bright, and their son, Andrew Bright of Greenville, NC; Charles Harkless and his
wife, Aileen Hefferren, and their sons, Owen and Perry Hefferren-Harkless of Harlem, NY; Guy
Harkless and his wife, Bertha French, and their children, Josephine, Gabrielle and Philippe
Harkless of St. Petersburg, FL; his brother-in-law, Ronald Springwater of Washington, DC as
well as family members Nathaniel Lynn and the late Felicia Thomas Lynn and their two chil-
dren, Téfyana and Nathan.

In lieu of flowers and as a lasting tribute, the family kindly instead prefers a contribu-
tion may be made in Harry’s name to The White Plains Beautification Foundation or to any

other organization of your choice with which he was affiliated.
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MYSELF
by Edgar A Guest

I have to live with myself and so

I want to be fit for myself to Rnow.

I want to be able as days go by,

always to look myself straight in the eye;
I don't want to stand with the setting sun
and hate myself for the things I have done.

% @ I I{;m’t wgnt to Reep on a closet shelf

) - “a ot of secrets about myself

L. and fool myself as I come and go
i into t/im/{;ng no one else will ever know

| \the kind of person I really am,

The family of the late

I don't want to dress up myself in sham.

I want to go out with my head erect

I want to deserve all men's respect;

but here in the struggle for fame and wealth
I want to be able to like myself.

I don't want to look at myself and know that
I am bluster and bluff and empty show.

I never can hide myself from me;

I see what others may never see;

I Rnow what others may never Rnow,

I never can fool myself and so,

whatever happens I want to be

self respecting and conscience free.

Acknowledgement
Harry O. Bright, Jr. would like to express heartfelt and sincere

gratitude to family and friends who supported us. We appreciate your prayers,
comforting messages, and other expressions of kindness

Program Design
Janice Heatley

914-419-5290

Funeral Arrangements Entrusted to:

Lee's Funeral Home, LLC
160 Fisher Avenue
White Plains, NY 10606
914-949-0372
LeesFuneralHome.com




